Philosophy of Teaching

It is hard to express in a simple statement what my entire philosophy of teaching would be because I feel I have many separate ways of teaching and thinking based on the situation.  However, if I had to put it in a short statement, I would say my philosophy is that teaching should be interactive, engaging, entertaining, and finally, relatable.  

Teaching – especially in my subject area of English – needs to be interactive because the world necessitates it now.  It asks that we give more than a book to read or a paper to write.  It asks us to show video, use a game, relate it to a movie, a song, a piece of art, etc.  Then it asks us to take all these things, combine them, and write our thought process down.  Gone is one-dimensional: reading, writing, and literacy must now have multiple facets of information to truly be effective, and it is what each school system strives to give students.
Engagement in English may be the toughest to practice because there are so many pieces of literature that not everyone is going to like what the student next to them likes.  While half the class may love Shakespeare, the other half will be bored.  That same class may have the ratio flipped entirely when the book is about a dystopian society in a fictional future (i.e. Brave New World).  The material being interactive is what draws the students in so that they can become engaged with the material, regardless of whether they like it or not.  They may find that the book they’re reading is one they avoided for years, only to find that they actually relate to the material now.

The third portion, entertainment, can be the easiest if you understand and accept that not every student is going to like English.  There are numerous times where I could see the boredom on my students’ faces as we went through the play The Crucible, so I asked a couple of students with great voices and enunciation to read the parts dramatically and make it a production for the class.  Some giggles and smiles here and there, but even if they said they hated it, the class was listening because it suddenly came to life and was fun.  English is one subject where there isn’t always going to be a right or wrong answer.  The best we can do is open our students minds up to possibilities and ask them to have fun with it and consider all ideas.
The final area I feel is important in my philosophy is being relatable.  No matter what book or piece I taught, I would always try and take something from the student’s world and tie it in to the piece.  When teaching grammar, I stressed how important these skills are in finding and keeping a job.  While reading The Crucible, I taught the students about its relation to the Cold War, and the connotations the play still has today.  At every turn, I wanted them to realize that “This is important because it is related to X.”  The more we teachers can do this, the more the students want to know, not just because they have to know for a test.

As I stated before, I think I tailor my teaching styles per the situation, but these four traits are the ones I focus on using no matter what.  Regardless of the students, the skill level, or the reading, the more I am able to keep these four traits at the head of the game, the better we can do.  That, in essence, is what my teaching philosophy is all about.
